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FOR»fORD 

By Halter J. Lemke 

This little history of the Lemke fami l y consists chiefly of pictures. 
Our father was a professi onal phot ographe r and a good one, a s t he pic
t ur es in this oo oklet will show. He took our baby pictur es, our wed
di l'lg pictures, and pictures of our child r en. And when he was no long er 
able to car ry on , our brother, Carl Lemke Jr., became the f amily 
photographer. Moot of t he pictures of the fo urth generation wer e t aken 
by Carl Jr., 'l'vho had inher i ted his fathe rl s arti stic bent and was his 
assistant through the years except for a rmy s er vice overseas during 
lrlorld 1"lar 1. 

That such a complete collection of photographs of our f amily is 
still in existence is due to the lovi ng care with whi c h my sisters, 
Meta and Erm , preserved them. Until I st art ed t his pro j ect, I did not 
kn~x that my sisters had t he old photog r apm . The hund r ed or so pic
tur es that apI=9ar in this booklet were s el ect ed f rom SOIOO t 'WO thous and 
that a r e in l1eta's and Erna's albums. The girls gave me splendid co
operation. 

The t ext is my own. I left our hOIOO in Wis consin W1en I was 16, and, 
although I have been back the r e frequently duri l"~ t he fast hal f cen
t ury , I p.ave nct been as clos e to the olrl f amily home as my sis ters 
have been. I should be able to write obje ctively -- from far away . But 
Met a ani Er na will underst and when I say t hat I am cons ci ous of our 
Mot he r's presence at my side as I write. 

So this is the story of two youthful inmigr ant s from Germmy in t he 
1880s -- Carl Lemke and Ulr icka Bloc k. They IOOt and narrie d in Wausau, 
ltlisconsin, and lived out their lives there. The New World wa s go od t o 
then . And, in return, they did their bit for vliscons i n and for their 
adoJ±. ed count ry. They r ai sed a family and gave all of their children a 
college educ at ion -- except Alfred wh o died whil e in high school.Quit e 
an achievement for Carl Lemke who landed on Ellis Island , unable to 
speak the Engl ish language and with only five dollars in his pocket •• • 
And for t een-age Ulricka Bleck, ~lho began life in the New Worl d as a 
cook in a ivausau hot el at $4 a week. 

Our parent s loved us much. What they d on 't kno"" unt il our Ma r eads 
it here, over my shoulder, is that we loved t hem even more. It I S a 
little lat e to make these acknowledgements. But here, in this Chri st
mas aeas on of 1960, is our tribute to our p3.ren\:,s, Ca rl and Ulricka 
Lemke, from their surviving chilrlren -

WAIl'ER. J. LEMKE , Fayetteville, Arkans as 
ERNA LEMKE BAUR, Toledo, Ohio 
MEl' A LEMKE EGGEBRECHT , Wausau , Wis consi n 

December 1960 
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FREDERICK LEMKE 
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parlor of eleven 
our home 

youngest. 

(Below: The Hof (farm) of Fr eder ick Lemke at Rossow, Germany 



'£he UNCLES and AUI\ITS on OUR FATHER'S SIDE 

Carl Lemke, our father, was born , Pugust9, 1862 in Ross 9W "; qermany, 
the youngest child of Frederick , Lemke ' and )Ji l'he lmina " BartHt . Two 
childrm of · Frederick and 'WiUieln:!ina "died in irlf 'a:ncy'~ " ,T,~e~nine who 

', :' grew to naturity were as follows,: :~;"\': ;L-;' 

". 1. Ernestine, , who marri~da,D~hlke ~ , ' They '.had ' bne ~ s6n (~H¢.fu~nn) and 
i :p'-' ' fo1lI' daUght ers . (Hrs. Wagner~ ,' Mrs. G~ , Kr\leger ,; ' tMrs. P0l.1¥.);ruenewald 
: ; < :' a:rid Mrs. Bertha 

: ) 
Cawley t; ':, .. :,:;' '. ...' .': .', ' .· " ":~" 

" j " 2. D~niel.As the oldest sori,h~ ' i nherited his r athe i- ' s ~;~tate . He 
narried and had three sons and t wo daughters, a1.J. of who~ lived ard 
died in Germany. 

~ 3. Hilhelmina, who Irarried August Krueger. They had three soris (Karl, ...>' 

Erich . a~d ,Emil) and one daught er ' (Anna Gowan). ,"" 

4. Aug~t .He: was·' evidentl Y 'th~· :fi r st of the Lemkes to: emigrate to 
'AmeB.ca. ' He had one adopt ed'daught ere August ,Lenke was ' a. ·:pt: k~cber ard 

': pastor ', of the Apostolic Church i n Wausau. 

5. Johanna, who !Tarried a Kr a emer. Theyhad ', two som · anct.t"wo, daugh
ters, all of whom lived and died in Gerrrlany. ' " , 

' 6. Henrietta, who married 'a, Brechler. They !'ad two daughters who 
married brothers named Fehl and also had two sons. -(' 

' 7~ Augusta, , ~ho married . Cafl Gei-ndt ' aqj had three iSO'Ps ',, (Herman, 
' Gusta,ve, andE:mil) am two daughters (Mary and Anna().

,", ", .. 
8. Herman, who Il'ay have corr.e to America with his brother AlJgust 

about 1880. He was married and had two sons (Fred and \ Tilliam)' and two 
daughters (Minnie ,and Bertha ). : 

9. Carl,our father, who was borriAugu,st9, 1862; . died Feb~:~Y5, 
' 1941. He mrried Ulricka,Blcck, our mother, June 27, 1886. 

All the children of Frederick and Wi+helmina Lanke we~e bqrn ,in Ger
'many• . ,incl ' allexcepL~Dani~l and JbhanB~' emigrated to ~,n: d~ ~ set-
tile~ in ~fau.sa,u, ~'lis consini I . 

Erna has called, my attent'i® t() ', the .J'--a ct"that ~, we.mve Pract~~ally 
nc):iprqI'~f1 tion about ourgrariamQt'h~r L~e,.. So fM-~' as we know~ -·,t1~e 
i5no pictwe of her, in existel1c e. ' Her maid en na.me was Wilhelmina 
&ftelt. ' She was a small sickly woman who died at the age of 54 'when 
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our father was onll nine years old. I ranember our Pa tell~J'!ll,e about. 
. .J ,h1s mother, ' on ·.twb or t hre~ oc~,a6iom . His memories of b~r~~er~ l those 
() ',:of a l-9~Year-ol ':':. ~ndt ear~ c :eame-, :inbo his eyes when h~ _~Ql«(.me .of her 
. I" unfailing kiridhes s arid gent l eness . ·HismE!Iiories of his f ather wer e 

much sha rper. He spoke of him as a tall man of great phYSltc.a;L s~ J;'ength, 
a stern pat riarch 'Aho rule d h;S .,family with a' rule of i ron . ,Frederick 

j Lemke, our grarrlfather, ,ciied in l890 at the age of 81. ,He never CaIrB 
;, f to America, " consequs'ntly we never knew either ' of our grandpa rents on 

our father's side . Our gr andparents on our moth er '5 s ide anigra!-ed to 
America and we have vivid .recolle ctions of both of them :..- Grand pa and 

": Grandma~ BloCk. ' ' 

The ' ahlkes lived in ~Iausau,Wisconsi n, when we were childr en . , • 
. :~1 

Daniel, as the eldest' son, , inherited his father 's estate (or '''~orll, 
as it was called i~. Germany). He l ived .and died in Gerneily , was harsh 

,) andarrogant, and 'did nct. e,ven, .give his brother Carl (our f ather) a 
friendly welcoIre when Pa went: back to Germany for a visit in 1903. 

Nrs.Krueger was my favorite, aW'I\i. She an d her hus band lived. on ,North 
Third Street in ~'Jausau and a s a youngster I spent mny }1appy hours at 
tfflir hOIIe. She was also our Pa' s f avorite sister. 

','i·August ': 'Lanke was a pI,' ~acher' in Wausau, tJis consin. Our Pa belorg ed to 
his church, the German Apostolic Church at th e corner of Scctt. am 
Sixth streets i n Wausa'll .. I al ways thought this uncle too st ern ani 
~elf-right eoua, but he was good to our Pa and hel pe d him get started 
in business. . ' . . . 

, 

J-fr,s. Kraeme~ '!1e .neverknew;~helived and di
. 

ed in ckrmanY: 
; I . 

Mrs. Brechler lived in l'!ausau. Erna and Meta probably knew t.he 
Brechlers better than I did. .' ;:' [ 

. ;~ ; 

Mrs. Gerndt -and her husband lived on Scott street in Wausau. After 
the death of our aunt Augusta, ,(Mrs. Gerndt ), Unc 1e Gerndt became more, 
closely attached to his brother-in-la"T (our Pa ) a nf spent many hours 
with him at the 'studio. 

The Hemann Lemkes lived at t he c arne r of Jeffe r s on and Seve~h 
streets in Wau sau. I never knew t his uncle v ery well, a lthough I can · '~ 
recall some of his children. Our sister Meta, because she liv:edm.,; 
Wa~sau, ,kept up the c~ntact with our. numerous uncles , aurts and. cou- . 
si IJB\~ ;'. : ' ,• .,' 

It will thus be seen that all of our father's brother s and s ist ers 
who left the "old count ry", settled in Wausau, Wisconsin , ani l i ved 
within a few blocks of each other , with the exception of Aunt Brechler 
v.ho lived on the West Side, across the Wisconsin Riv er , where our 
met-her 's parent s andt...-o brat hers (the Blocks) als 0 lived . 



FREDERICK LEMKE and HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
(Reading across top row) : Rev. August Lemke and wife, Ernestine Lemke and h us

band (Dahlke), Wilhelmina Lemke and hus band (Krueger) 
(Second row) : J ohanna Lemke and hus band (Kraemer), Daniel Lemke, H enrietta 

Lemke and husband (Brechler). 
(Third row): Herman Lemke and wife, Frederick L emke (our Grandpa) , Augusta 

Lemke and husband (Gerndt). 
(Bottom row) : Our Ma, home of the Lemkes in Germany, our Pa. 



FROM TAILOR 'S APPRENl'ICE TO PROFESS I NAL PHar OGRAPHER 

Our father's l ife woul d make an int erest l,ng -book, espe cially t he 
story of his yout h , the obstacles t hat he over~ame , and the success 
that he a ch ieved in spi t eat' discouragements . . 

. p 

Our Pa was born A ugus t 9 , 1862 in Ros sOW" , Pommerania, East Prus518 , 
Gerrrany. At the age of 5, he was put out as a shepherd boy for his 
f at her's sheep and a year or t\\'O lat er he was tending sheep for other 
people. For several months each year he was allONed to go to school , 
until he w.as 14 yearsolci~ wh eri his father-cUrtly t61dhim "Hach dein 
Leben aileinti ( "Earn your livi iJg yourself.II). · . : . ; ' . 

As a 15-year-old boy, srrall and not very st ro ng, he was apprentlqed 
to a t ailor for 23 weeks. He had to work evenings and ' Sundays, sitt ing 
cros s-legged on a t ailor's bench, a nd he r eceived no pay and only 
meager food. His s ister Wilhelmim (afterwards Iwlrs. Kr\leger) saw his 
plight, secured t he help of the village burgomaster ani got him re
l eas ed from the tai lor's slavery. His s i st er then got him a j ob ~t h 
Karl Kamrath, a phctographer in the city of Hassow. HewoIi< ed for Kam
rath four J'PArs as an appr entice and a half year as a full-fled
ged phot ographe·I'" • 

. Kamrath was a goed photograp her a nd was like a father to his y oung 
apITentice. Our father f ormed a life-loll'; friendsh i p with the Kamrath 
family and kept up a correspondenc e wit h them until his death . Much 
lat er (in 1958) Car l Lemke' s daughters, Meta and Erna , while on a vis
it to Ger.many ,rr.et Karl Kamrath's gramson.· · . 

. . " . . . . '. 	 . .~ ~ 

. The warrl:erluStcau€)1tour ·Pa'a.rt er th·epleas·a.r1tyear.s in Massow and, 
as was the custom in all trades in Gerrnan'yin those year s , he took to 
t he open read. His companion in t he "warrlers chaft" was a tinsmith 
named Sander. They would walk from t oW'} to to\oJl1 , \\Ork a while at their 

; 	 respective trades , and move on . They had man y exciting adventures , 
s lept in barns and haystacks, went hungry often. Our Pa finally found 
an opening at Lune burg with an expert phot ographer named Lueker. This 
was r eally a postgraduat e cour se in phot ography for our Pa and e nabled 
him to go on to th e bi g city of Stettin and get a job there . 

http:yourself.II


. . ' .:. 

: -'. . ;:~, '; . , : "'

• I " . 1 .• ':':1 ",' 

Meanwhile, his brothersH~I"irann 'arid' A~'gust,ha;d ' 9igrat.ed t o ~er ic a 
in 1871. as young men. They like d it ' in the USA.ah::i s ent ba~ glooOg . " 

. . . , . " I' " 
reports :c: of ,the n ew land. and its opportunities. In 1884 August temk~·, " , 
r eturnect,lto, Gennan-y ' on 'B.', :vis i t and when he wert back to Ameri ca:, ' our 
father '.went with ni'm~:" . " ,.' ' 

. ~ .' 

Our Pa landed iri New York ~nd made t he .long t rip' to Wi sconsin, via . . , 
Buffalo and Det roit , and reached Wausau wi.t h onl y $5 -but with a n ambi
ti on am a -wi 11 t o succeed . As 'he' ··drove up "bl'fera.oD s t r ,eet 'in ahac~, 
from t he 014 r ailr oad sta~ion, he -passed" t he brick bui.1.cli:pgat 508." ,! 

tmt Wa~ la.t~'r t/o ' · benis home and' studio and he wondered if he would 
ever own so cf in6 a" building , ~ : Fifty year s later he told Ire about this 
vagrant t hought. ·, · . ' ,:,:' 

' ;" ' , . ; 

. : . . . . ' .. I : ' ,. ~. ". . " : . ": ; ~ 1 • ', . ..: :- : .• 

A feW days after his arrival , ': our Pa ·got' a Job with Goff , then Wau
sau~s ,leading photograp he r. Goff was a ,Frenchman b;y birth a m Pa a 
Genran Wi o did not knCAIT a word 'of Engl ish~ ;sofor so~ time they didn' t . , 
get along too well. The winter 'of 1884- 85 was a paniCk y one and as a 
res'ult of th e depression, Pa l ost his job ,;dth Goff . I n this emergency 
his brother August told him he could bea rd aro und with his brothers 
and'1sisters. Meanwhile, August built a fraple hous e next t o his 'own and .. 
offered to let oUI' Pa use j.t f ar a",plaoto studio ani l oane d him $450 to 
buy equipnent. This was on Jeffe rson street , '15et ween ,Sixth arid Seventh 
streets. ' . . _~ ,- " I'· .. .·, : .:' 

.. ..... 
. . . _ . . - . ") 

'J Hiss\lbs~quent prog res s , from this little frane ',b\lilding)0 t he- two'- r 
st<:try :Qrick 'studi o 'at .·; 508: Jefferson ; .a rxi eventual ly to ' 'Qi seonsin' s ;' 
finest . photographic stud,io att'he corner, of J ef rersotl ..~d Fift h, i s 
told else~here in thes~P3.ges. -, .,' ' -' , ' 

", .. 

. : .~ 
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.. 
OURPA 

as a young man in Germany 
These pictures were taken by Kamrath in 
Massow and Lueker in Luneburg, for both 
of whom our Pa worked as an apprentice 
photographer. 



OUR GRANDFATHER AND GRANDMGr HER BLOCK 

Our maternal gram parent s were Ferdinand Block,\<lho was born in Ger
rranyoh Novemb er 22, 1836-, ani died in Wansau, Wi~consin , April il, 
190), and his wif e, Louisa Schult z, who was born in Germany September 
23, 1838, and died in Wausau on Apri l 10, 1919 •. they are both buried 
in t he Block fandly pl ot. in Pine Grove cemeter:y at th{ausau , liis consin. 

Our mother (Ulri cka Block ,Lemke) r emembered her grandparent s, es
peci ally her grandfather Schult z who died of cholera 'on the same day 
ashiB '.:Jrother arid sister . Our Maonce told me t hat her gran,d fat~e r 
was hale arid he.arty -·in the morning and was buri ed "t hat same night in a 
fine suit of white wool', hon:espun ~-along with his brother and sister.~ 

We Lenke children -- Walter, Heta, Erna -- r emember our Grandpa a~ 
Grandma Block ' wel l. Gran dpa Block was a husky 6-f ooter, who had been a 
Prus sian sold i er in ·theWar of 1866 agai nst AUS,t r ia ~ Our Ma was born 
whilerer f ather was serving in the a rmy. WAlm Fer dinand Block r eturne q. 
f roin the Aust r ian war, hisd augbt er Ulricka. ( our mo.ther) , was already 
a ;year old. She was a" ~Iwar baby" , . . 'just l:i:ke her great-grandda~ eI', 
Shar on Sheffield , t.hree generations later. _ ' " . 

Our Grandpa Block ha d been a cavalryrran (Hussar) in the' Ge~ 
army and wo n several medals for bravery. I was only 12 years old "men 
he died but.. I rememb er the row of medals on his breast as he lay in 
his coffin . When we were boys in ausau, we liked to ha ve Grandpa. 
Block come t o our h01.5e a f t er his day's work at the sawmill was fin
isred. He usually carried a heavy sack of s awdus t from the mill, l<lhicb 
our father used for bedding t he f2lIli l y horse. 11e would a sk Grandpa 
Block to carry i n stov e-wood f or us b ecause he co uld carry enough 
stove-wo od i n one armful to f ill the family wood-box. He had a brother 
in Gernan y who was a Hauptman (Captain) in the anny and a well-known 
pairt er in Ber l in. 

Our Grandma Block out-lived her husband by 16 years. She was a regu
lar visitor at our horre when we were young and t here was a strong b ard 
of affection between her and our mother. She was a small but. act ive 
J:e rson, always sp oke in Low Gerrran ( t he Pommeranian dial ect ) , and was 
most kind to us grand children. 



, , 
,J .! ,~ 


r' :. :i . ' -i • ' -:,,~~
o 

Our' Grandpa cmdGrandma Blc~k': with their t wo sons, August , ~ lIi 11
iam,. arrl ., their d aught e r , U:tricka (our '!Il,other) ,.' c~~ to , JUne rica i n 
either 1883 or I g84 , probably,the latter•. Gran.dma Bl ock t'l.a t;i a s i ster , 
named Grosskz;eutz living in the then ' virgi. n for est ' of-' westerP, Marathcm ' i
County, ':Wis consinr Mrs . Grofiskr eut z wrot. e such ;gl o,w:i.:~ accountso! 

" f " _ • . r . .' , . ."
Arneri'ca 'to ',ller r 'ela,tives in Germany that,',:sqe i rrluced our moth el" "s par'
ent s to emigr ate . Our mother WaS then 18 years ol d. ' .. , 

'. ".:! . ' ., . ~ 

Arriving in Wausau,the Block family r ode t'he 20 -mil e s t~ T_owWi-en 
1:n a wagon. Three days later, our moth E:r walkedfrom:ToW'l, ,Wi en' l hrdugh 
the' wood-e ,to ,~ib Falls " a nd on to Wausau . At t hat time, wild ak'linal s ,,' 
(deer , fox" ~olf} were plent i ful in the It{is consi n northwoods. When she, 

,~.rri'ved in Wa\l.silu ·after her . lol"€ hike, our mcth er s at a j ob a s cook a t 
the ' vlinkley Hq\ls e , at that ..time WaUsau's leading' hot el. Her wages wer e 
'$4 ptir wee!< and. s he began lI.'(),rk' each morni~ at 4 o 'cl. ock.. , . Her pit-ant s 
moved t o Wausau 'aild she lived ' with th,em on Trfest' Side"h:i.ll (now 8th 
Avenue). Her father and t wo,brothers ; , vlilliam 'and August , worked in 

too ' lumber , mill for 50 cent sa day . $ ch npon, Grancima Block "would 
,, ) )8.ck ,th~rdi :nner pails ani c,arry them to the mill ., ' ~~p m.4that , for 
" .~O 'ye ars • ,.' " , I , ' . ,,' ' " '~ ~ " 
,:7 : .. . 

. I .' . 

. ' ; 

..... .. , . 
• ' 1 . : ~\ 

't':J ' C , ", , ' : ... .... 
:' ,i.~" . . .... . . ,", " . 

. j . 

. ! . ' 
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Our Grandpa and Grandma - Ferdinand and Louisa Block 
These were our Mother's parents, of whom we were all very fond. 

They were born in Germany, came to tbe U.S. in the early 1880s, are 
buried in P ine Greve cemetery at Wausau, Wisconsin. Our Grandpa Block 
was a large man, over six feet tall, and bad fougbt as a Hussar (cavalr y
man) in the Franco-Prussimt War. The pboto was t aken by their son-in
law, Carl Lemke, in bis studio at 508 Jefferson. How well I remember that 
linoleum and the painted background. 

;: 



FROt1 THE OLD l· ORLD TO THE NEW 

' : : 

. ' I ~ 

'. " 

Our mot !:1er, Ulri cka Bl ock Lemke , was born in Breitenfelde (" broad 
field s ll ) and reared in Freienwald e ( "free wo ods"). Both villages are 
in what .was once the province ofPommerania , East Prus sia, Germany. Or 
to be more exact, Provinz Pommern, Ost Preuss en, Deutschland. 

I can not think of two more beaut i ful place names than Breitenfelde 
and Fr eienwalde . Bread fields and open for ests! Our mather loved the , .. . 
fields and forests -- of Ponmerania and of Wisconsin. 

Our father, Carl Lemke, was born in Rossow and gr ew up in Y.lB,ss ow. 
T hos e are ha rsh rame s • Bothare in Pommerania, onc e Germany J no w 
Poland. Our father's childhood was PArd , so he ran away from home in. 
Rossow. His youth \,Ias ha rd, so he l eft Gerrrany for America. Americ a , 
t he promis ed land f ar the Lemkes, the Blocks, and thousands of other 
German · inmigrant s of the l 880s. 

The IOOtropolis of pre-war Pommerania was the seaport of Stettin. The 
accent is on the second syllable, thus -- St et -teen! Now, no longer 

,'Gernan, t he Reds have named the city Szczecin. Our father and mot her 
'- despis ed t he Poles . The Pollaks ,as they cal.led them, were "dirty and 

"uncouth." Our parents had oth er prejudices, including the New England 
. "Yankees ll who had already plundered ,the pine woods of northern Ji scon

sin b'efore Ca r l Lemke and Ulricka Block arrived on the s cene. 

Our father lamed in New York wit h only $5 to his m me . He t old me ..,..", 
t his hinEelf , i n later years. He managed to VI.'Ork his way f rom New York 
to vlis consi n, where two old er brothers had already located. One of 
these brothers, August Lemke , took him in and helped him get started 
in busiriess. Our fat he r had served an apprenticeship a s a photogr apher , 
with a mm named Lueker at Luneburg and an ot her name d Kamrath at Mas s
CM, beth in Germany . Our Pa was a good photographer, one of the best 
craft smen I have ever known -- and I pave known hundreds -- so he ha d 
no diffi culty in gett ing a job, with a photographer in 1'Jausau, I'liscon
sin, r>.amed Gof f. 

l-.Jithin a year or two he had acquired suf ficient command of t he Eng
lish language and wide enough acquaintance with the German population 
of Wausau, to enable him to open his atom "Art Gall er y4l, or "Photograph
isches Atelier ." He used both terms i n describing his studio. Actually, 



. ,--'. ' 

his' hr()the r August s et him up in busi ness i n 'the ; 600 block on Jeff
, -et'sbn st reet in \vausau , L1ii s consin. His suc cesS was surprisi ng and with

in a ' year he was a ble t o purchase a brick t.u ildi ng at 508 Jefferson, 
wit h livi ng quarters u~,t ai.rsanq t he photo studi o da..rnstaj,rs . , , ~t was 

.,! , 	 here, in t his secorn- floor IIfJat ll , that all f ive ' ofms ch i ldren were 
born. 

~Vausau (a Chi ppewa ~rd meaning IIFa r Away" or "Far viest") was or i g
inall y caJ.1ed Big Bull Falls .. I· r ememb er - t he Fall s and the iumbe r 
mill s and the' r aft s of logs t ha t came dam t he riv~ each sPri ng . And 
I r emember, although I shouldn' t , the saloons that dominat ed Third 
Street -- t he ¥d rt , t he Palm Garderi ~ the Casino , the Crystal , and 
atozens more, all d edicat ed to sep:l.rating the lumberja ck from his win
t er's pay . The Mi nt. sal oon had a floor i nlaid with s i lver dollars • 

. Our fathe r and mot.her arp i veq i n this pioneer lumbering t own at 
about the s ame time -- in t he early 1880s. T hey bad nct known each 
other in the Old Country but they soon became a cquainted in the New 
World. The Germans were clannish and were handic apped by ignoranc e of 
the Engl ish language. I can remember , as a boy, t hat dr ug st ore signs 
said IIApotheke" and that dent ists' si gns r ead " Zahnart zt. " Nausau,Wis
cOIlSin, in the 18905, was 90 per cent German and Scandinavian , sur
pissing even Milwaukee in that r esp' ct. 

. Our father beCame jicquai nt ed w;it h our mot her q,li t e by a9pid.irit •. She 
ha d go·ne to calrpn ' one of her dist ant -r.elat ives wh o had narried our 
father's brother Hermann . Her e s he met Hernann ' s brottWr Carl. This 

, . chance n:e et ing was f o l l owed by a '.courtsh ip t hat -cultrdnated .in their 
- marriage on June 27, 1886 . They s et up. housekeepingupst airsip .the 

2-story bri ck studi 0 bui l ding at 508 , Je!f~lt50n . But as the children 
began t o arrive -- Alfred in 1889, Walt er in 1891 , Meta in 1892, Carl 
in -1894 , and Erna. in 1896 -- the household took over t h e rear roODlfl 
downstairs. I t wa s then only a matt er of time until our f ather bought 
t he two adjoini ng lot s -- 502 Jefferson and 405 Fifth --: each with a 
hous e ~ It was , iil the lat ter hous~; ttmt most of our c hildl'H?oo was spent . 
Jl. Was' t his hou3 e (405 Fifth St reet ) in which our b r Other Alfred died 

(and f r om ""hic h the oth er four of us childr en l e ft fhr college , and 
that ; eventually , oUr father so l d to t he cit y of Wausau for the sit e 
of th e Central School that still (1960) oc cupie s t he sit e . 



OUR MA 
as a young woman 

Note: al l of these pict ures were taken 
by our Pa in his f irst studio in Wa u
sau, Wisconsin. 



OUR PA AND MA 
were married June 27, 1886 

in Wausau, Wisconsin 
by the Reverend Erck. 

The wedding pictures may have been 
taken by Goff, a Wausau photograph
er for whom our Pa had worked. Or 
they may have been taken in Pa's own 
studio. 
Our guess is that Ma didn't like the 
first picture, for which she wore a 
white dress, and had are-sitting 
wearing black. She always looked 
stunning in black. 



THE CHILDREN OF CARL AND ULRI CK W1KE 

Ulricka Block , our mot her, was bor n August 11 , 1866 , in Breitenfelde , 
German y, the only daught er of Ferdi nand Bl ock and Louis a Schult z. The 
children of Ferdinand and Louisa were 1 .Wil liam, 2.August , 3 . Ulricka. 
All thr ee of t he Block children were born in Germany. The f amily came 
to Arr.erica in 1884 and settled in Wausau, ~vis consin . Our mother died 
Mar ch 31 , 1943. 

Carl Lemke and Ulricka Block were ma rri ed June 27 , 1886, in Wausau, 
Wisconsin, and became the parent s of the fo llowing children : 

1 . Alfred, born July 24, 1889 ; died 1904 
2. vlalt er, born Janua ry 16, 1891 
3. Meta J born June 13, 1892 
4 . Carl Jr ., born April 27 , 1894; died 1960 
5. Erna , born January 5, 1896 

Alfred di ed at the age of 15 when he was in high s chool. I remember 
that his class attended the funeral in a body . His was t he fi rst buri
al in the Lemke f amily plot in l'lausau I s Pine Grove c emet ery. 

Walter got his bachel or I s degree f rom Baldwin-vJ'allace Col lege whe re 
he met Marie Hamp of Indianapolis, I ndiana, whom he ma rried in 1915. 
Their children are twins , born December 10, 1921, at Berea, Ohio--Wal 
t er ("Bud" ) and Carol . 

Meta also graduat ed from Baldwin-Walla ce College.. She ne. r ried Oscar 
Eggebrecht in HausauJWis consi n. They ha ve a daughter Jean and son Alan . 

Carl mar ried Arlie Dannenberg i n Wausau, Wisconsin. Their daught er 
Dor is Lemke married Lyle Drew. DoriB and Lyle have t hree children. 
Carl Lemke died in February of thi s yea r (1960). 

Erna attended B-W College t\\'O years but got her degree from Lawrenc e 
College in 1.\lis consin . She was teaching s chool when she married Edward 
B. Baur of Toledo, Ohio . He di ed October 11, 1953 . Erna and Ed had no 
child ren but "Aunt Er m" is a f avorit e of al l her nieces and nephews. 



ALFRED 
Born July 24, 1889 


Died 1904 




WALTER 
Born January 16, 1891 



META 
born June 13, 1893 



CARL 
born April 27, 1894 


died 1960 




:. 

ERNA 
born January 5, 1896 



All photos by our Pa. 



First there was one - Alfred 

Then there were two - Walter 

Then there were three - Meta 

For four and five, see next page 




Walter and Alfred 
with nurse-maid 

1893 

The LEMKE F AMILY 
about 1900 

Children, left to r ight: Meta, 
Alfred, Carl, E rna, Walter. 

(At left) 

Children at left are our cou
sins, the Blocks. In center 
Walter. At right Alfred and 
Meta. Photo taken by our 
Dad, probably in 1896. 



CINTRAL PART of WAUSAU, WISCONSII 

6th street6th str.et 

,- -------- --- -... 
I 

'7. Dotted utllne 

is 

Vocations 

mrand 
Opera 
Hous. 

110l __ _ _ _ 

5th street 5th street It. Salon 
Paul's 

4th street 4th street 

Court House Square 

1. Uncle Carl Gerndt's haBe t. Lemke studio 1885 t o 1923 
2. Uncle Hermann Lemke's hae 9. Lemk. hell. at 405 Fifth St. 
3. Pa's fi rst (temporar.r) studio 10. Our rental house 
4. Uncle Augu !lt Lemke' s hcae 11.Lake studio 1923 to 1950 
5. Uncle August Lemke ' s chur ch 12. Our parents' bome after 1923 
6. German Methodi st Church 13. Opdah1s' Scandinavian HoulSe 
7. Bo~f's grocer" store 

(Drawn fz-.m aemor.r bY' Walter J. Lanke in 1960) 



OUR MA AND P A 




The CORNER ot JElI'FDSOI and FIPTH STRD'l'S in WAUSA.U, WISCONSIN in 1900 
(Drawn t rca ...017 by Walter J. Lemke in 1960) 

Barn 

tor our cow 

and horse 

The L E M K EST U D I 

at 

0 

S08 

Jetterson 

Street 

The 
Our rental house . 

LQ(KE HOME at 
Home ot t he 

Anton Johnson 
405 Fifth Street tami~ 

o 

Street Fitth Street 

In the upper right-hand corner is the 2-stor,y brick studio building. 

It t ronted on Jetferson street. In its upstairs apartment all tive ot 

the children ot Carl and Ulricka Lemke were born. In this building o~r 


tather operated a photographic studio t ro. leeS till 1923. 
In the lower lett-band corner is the 2-stor,r trame house t hat was 


our home. In t he lower r ight-band corner is our Pals rental house, 

occupied tor some 30 or more years by the Anton Johnson tami~. 


In the center ot the Lemke layout was our mother's t10wer and vege

table garden, distinguished b7 JDaD1 t10wer beds , lined with borders ot 

a~ssua and mignonette. And by such de1ect$b1e vegetables as kohlrabi, 

rutabaga, chives, parsley, and UD7 more. 


No description ot our old home would be co.p1ete without mention ot 
the two apple trees -- a huge crabapple in the tront yard and. a Grimes 
Golden near the studio. Bot h ot the,e trees were a riot ot b10a. i nthe 
spring and a shower ot apples in the tall. They will never be t orgotten 
by Erna, Meta, am Walter. 





Acr IVITIES IN OUR FATHER ' S STUDIO 

~ -... .. I think al l of us Lanke children helped, at timef}, with the photo
graphic \\Ork in our Pal s studio . I know that I learned the arto! sen
sitiz ing pr i rt. irg pap3 r (al bumen) at an eady age. Our Pa prepared the 
solut.i on and i t wa s my job to immerse the paper (18' x ?O inch sheet s ) 
in the s ens itiz ing bath" draw the sheets over a, glass roller to ranove 
the excess chemicals, and hang t hem on the line to dry. This was "sun
light" printing paper, of course. It was much later th~t photographic 
pap;l r was manufactured that could be, pri nt ed by artificial light. This 
early " s unlight" paper had to be "tonedll in a gold or platinum bath. 
I r emember that this "toning " so lution was injurious to t he skin and 
that our Pa oft~en suffered f rom a "'rash" on his hands and fore-arms, 
caused by the poisonous solution • . 

CurPa was an ' expert in the darkroom. Also, he was a perfectdonist • 
. If the phot ographi c negative (gla ss plat es in the early days) was not 
. up to st andard, he would intensify or reduce i t urt,il he had a nega
. t ive that wo uld produ= e a J:€r f ect print. He was the best retoucher I 
have ever known. Othe r photographers would f~rm oli their retouching 
work but our Pa always did his OWn • This meant precise work with a r e
touching pencil, to remove wrinkles and blemishes, improve highlights, 
and otherwise improve the negative. Our brother,Carl Jr., 'al so became , 
an expert retoucher, but I was never a ble t o' ma ster the art -- chiefly , 
becaus e of my poor ejle s • 

Our sisters, Meta and Erna, rrade themselves useful in the studio by 
waiting on customers, hEllping arrange wedding and other group3, and 
mount ir.g the photos aft er t hey ha.d been print ed or ,'ttoned" or devel 
oped~ T his mounting was a tedious job. Sever al hundred wet pr int s '.were 
slapped face-down on a ha rd-rubber board, b rushed over with paste (ev- ' , 
ery phct.ograp her made his own starch paste), and t r ansferred to card , 
mour.t s that bore the I"ame "C., Lemke" or "Lemke Studio." 

Our Pals studio at the turn of the century was one of llJisconsin's 
best -- in the judgerrent of t he travel i ng salesmen for photo supplies . 
His camera ro om, called "operating ro om" i n he old days, was ec;p.ippe d 
wit h came ras and t he needed accessories. T he Lemke St udio was one of 
the few Wisconsin studios tP.at had a came ra that co uld take pictures 
measuring 18 x 22 ir.ches. (There were no enlarging cameras in those ' 
days .) There was a slanting north skylight in our Pals first studio 
and a 2-story vertical north skylight (of ground glass) in the new 
studio. A north skylight was necessary because there was no photog
raphy by artificial light in the old days. 



Our Pa pioneered all sort of photogr aphic innovations , many of which 
were later adopt ed (and a few j:a.tented ) by other phct.ographe r s . I re
call a tlvignett e" panel wh i ch he h3.d mount ed in front of the lena on 
his portrait carre r a, backgrounds on ro l l e r s that operated on narrow 
rails so t hey co uld eas i ly b e pushed out of the way , plate holders 
ma ske.GtQA. one side so t hat two pict ures could be taken on one 5x 7 
plat,e, ,and ma,ny othe r ~lhv' ent iot1S~ , .; T 

, .. : . .t . ,~ . . 

Because he was frequently cal led on to phClt ograph l,.a ~g~ gro~fS (cori- 
firmati on classes, clUbs 'and athletic t eams , or f aniily gro'uI:5),h 'e ' 
cons t ruct ed a ranovable stard that enable d him to pos e 50 or J;Ilore per
SOrB ' i n one ,group; 

His s pa cialty was portrro.t s. hlell vers ed in compOsiti:pn an d lighting , 
he pr OOuc ed man y pri ze~winning pictures of Wa usau's le.ading cit i zens ;. 
He was also an ,expert photographer of childr en. , He haP. th~ us ual" gad.:.:, 
get s to secure the youngsters' att ention . ,but he had Qne; sUre mathod 
when al l else failed. He .-.ould r oll up, anewspaper, c s'E;t/'fir e to one 
en<i ; ,c ~ ,~aye it ne a r the camera. I ha ve yet. t o see a ch i ld Who :- can 
resist :t he' at,tert.ion":'a rrest i ng fl ames . AnEl , of cour se he'd press the 
rubber bulb t hat op~at ed the sh ut t er at just t he right momerit. 

Our Pa kept up wit h new devel.opments in his pr of ession. He attended 
photographicconventiorn, USually held in Mil waukee ' or Minneapolis , 
and t rie d . 'out newpr cduct s am met hOO 5 on his r eturn from t hes e me et8 . 

When his, ~ye:srs . and the strain of t he job became too arduous for our 
Pa , his son , Carl Lanke Jr . ,took oyer . This was our l ate brother (he 
died in February 1960) Vlho we aff ectionately cal led ' t't KY. i, He ' was 
every\\hit as good a camera man as our Pa --' probably had a finer 
tl a rtist ;ic'! sense- -...: In,t Pa was his superior when it c ame to t he " fin
ish;i ng(n :..:~ darl< ,' room, retouching , "and "spotting"-- the f\,hal t eehriic'al 
toucnes ;that made "a photograph by Lemke" a thing of per fecti 'on amilan 
al';tisti c ,acbie,ve~ent. " . . ' - ' 

'l :._. .. ' .L ' • . ~. • '. . . . 

No "photo by LeIUke" was ever known to fade. In the hali" century tha·t 
our Pa photog raphe'dt he citizenry 6f v.JausC!-u and sur r ounmn:g a r ea , I do 
notr,eCall one single complaint a bout the qualit y of his wor k I. There 
tIl9.y;~ye, b~en , oc casional · complaints about his prices but. whe:n h e was 
t .emp:,edto lawer hispric€s , our Ma, \\ho had one, eye on t he cash dr gw
er ' -'-' our . Pa . neyer cMii ed' a c ash r egister -- .would a ppear in the studio 
and. br;i.ng prices back ionormail. • . , . " . - .. - , ,-, . 

', .. . 

;::J:: could fill a book with serious and f unnythlngs t hat hap pened in 
,the old studio at 508 Jefferson and t he hand some modern s tudio build
-.ing wh ich our Pa erected at the corner of Fifth, .and " J~fferson st r eets. 
Thi s latter bu ilding, pictur ed on a preceding }:age,' was tbmpleted in 
1923 a ni was the r ealizati(m of our f at he r's amb itions and dre~ : He 
was able to continue work ULti l shortly befor e his de~th in 194L 



Our Pa's studio at 508 Jefferson Street, Wausau, Wisconsin, when we 
were children. Note the steps for dismounting from carriages and t he 
g uards around the trees to keep horses from chewing off the bark. aUf Pa 
set out many trees on Fifth and Jefferson stJ:eets. 

Our Pa's new studio at the corner of Fifth and Jefferson which he and 
Carl Jr. operated until Pa's death in 1941. Note the 2-story skylight in 
t he amera room. This was considered the first photographic studio in 
its day. 



THE HOME OVER WHICH OUR MorHER PRESIDED 

Our mc:ther \vas a superb housekeeper. She also had a wide reputation 
as a cook and as a seamstress. She zmde most of our clothes men we 
were small, ' doing the sewing by }'l.a.nd or on an old-time ~Vheeler & 1lJil
son sewing rra.chine. Her hom e, of course, was spotlessly Glean -- in 
the Geman t radit ion. 

Many of my childhood memories cent er arourrl the kitchen of our home 
at 405 Fifth street in Wausau. I rememb er th e cast ..iron kitchen stove, 
with the wood..,box behind it. The ice';"bax t hat held a 25-lb cube, ctt. , 
from the \l>Jisconsin River in the preceding witt. ere The kitchen tabl e, 
covered with bl.ue oil-cloth. It was aroUmthis table that we gathered 
for mals, always prefaced by the Geh'rah prayer: 

' ,' II Komm, Herr Jesu,s~l unser Gast j 
Seg'ne was Du uns . bescheeret hast. Amen." 

For the benefit;, of future generations of the Drew, Cotts , Sheffield 
ani Lanke familie-s, this invocati on translat ed reads thus : 

I' COIre, Lord Jesus, be our gue st ;' 
Let these gifts to us be blessed." 

In the , e VE!l ir.gs we gathered arouni the kit chen t able to do our school 
"lork or to play game s . , The ill~nati on came f rom kerosene lamps, 
alt hough ~ our , Pa wasampng the first to put in gaslight,s, equipped 
with Welsbach . mantles that , burned out frequently. " 

, ",' , ', -: I " " '; " 
, ' 

Even if I did nOt remember t~.e 'layout and equipment of our mother I S 

~itchen, I coul d never forget it s savory odors. Breakf ast consisted of 
buckwheat cakes, drowned in syrup. , The dough or batter for buckwheat 
cakes had to be prerared the night before. And the left-over batter 
remained i n t he ra n on the b~ck of the stove to gather gocx:iness for 
the : next day . ' Now and then we would run out of syrup and then one of 
us children }'lAd t o take a bu cket and go thro ugh the alley to Bopf's 
grocery, storY for 'a dime's worth of syrup. Our Ma pla;yed no favorites 
and ,each of h er children ran t hat errand rrany times. 

I wish I could reroomber all the delicious dishes that our Ma pre:
p3. :red for he r brood -- potato pancakes, cooked with crisp filigree 
edges j ,hot potato salad" wit h unus ual herbs 'and bits of b a con in it; 
roast go os e that , wa 5 ot¢., of th is wo r id ; f rie d· per ch or baked pike 
right out of ,the V;fi scoils itl royer ; , $ ):are ribs and kraut that she ob
tained f rom Lem.ke kin W-lo , lived '" oUt iri t he eO'unt ry ; ' blueberry am. 
raspberry pies; vegetable soup contairu.ng more' va r i eties of veget ables 
and coniizrent s than Campbell's ever heard of; ka lb-fleisch and s chwei n
eIleisch; asparagus, rutabaga, kohlrabi and other exotic vegetables 
right out of her own garden; and her O1tm hOIre-made sausage, including 
lebenrurst and blut wurst, smoked over hickory chiJl3 in our own back
yard smokehous e. It took 21 days to cur e the sausages and they hung on 
poles in an upstairs spare bedroom (no heat) all wint er long. 
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,·V .L If I ha d our mother I s recipes f or such de1} cacie s ~s s~nf7"gurken , 
,. 'apfel-kuelie'n:, s chmier-kaese, and rot en kohl , I~t)uld put>lishthem ~ re 
, .:..- f ar the benefit 6f her progeny who 'ar e e~stingQnfroz en foods. or 

t hing s out of cans . r four motJ-ier Own ed a can:....opener , I do' Ij,at., remem
ber it. . . 

I have so metimes t hought that our mother 's culinar;x- sk UJ was Plrtl y 
due to t he ' fact -that she cooke d and bake d with butt ~r . No self-

i ,respe cti ng Wis cons1'n co'ok in t lie- -old days 111'0 t4d t.hi.n,k ot: us i ng Cr.l.S co 
'Ot vegeta.ble oils.· Andol eonla r ga'rl.'ne was unkz?o\.in' in Wi p'cpq;iri .... 

-; •• < .. I • \ •• , •• ,I ; '''L . ' . . I, ' j ~-l 

. ,',' ,"", " '; - . , ! 

But we must l eave the 'k itchen at 405 'Fifth st r eet and st ep i nt o the 
dining room. Here our Ma kept her collect i ori 'of 'g~ ss and china i n t wo 
mndsoIte "s:id·eboards" . We ate in thei dihing room on S~ays.; ,and "!hen 

. , we ha. d co mpany for di nner. ' . 

In the front of t he house were the living room and t he par lor . The 
latter was used only on special oc ca sions , such as Chri s tma s or funer
ale . (It wasnl t al ways Lanke funerals . Becaus e I can r emember a . y~ung 

_~l Roo sian i mmig rant woman name d Anna Rud el, \ill os e body l~y , i n s t at e .. i n 
~our front parlor becaus e t he Rudels ha d no r oom f or t~eit r;iepart~~ ! ~au
'-"ghtf3r.) But t he living r oom was in constant us e,Si. Qc~ . it C~l).taineq , the 

piano , the r eadi ng nat erial , our c hi ldhood t oys and ganE s: 1'his was 
where th e f amily gathered in t he evening -- urti ,+ the court house .clock 
struck t he curfew hour (9 0 I clock ) when all th~ little LemkEls .:wel'e 

iordered upstairs t o bed . The up3tairs b edr oorrs 'wer e unheated~ bttt, . in 
;the cold 'lisconsin wint ers we slept beneath. f.~at,het -,b'ids and n~ver 
:f elt.' 'the 'cold • .. ' " ! ,~', 

. j I_ 

I 'should i l'l.Clude a par agr aph a bout t he cellar of our old ,J1 o~ iat 405 
F.ifth street. I·Ie childrehwer e not allowed to go dor.'11-c ell.ar ., but f rom 
the f ew occasions wherf I did go down , I r eIIEmber t he potato bin and 
the barrels of Wisconsi n ap ples. And the huge su pply of jams and jell
ie s and pickle s that our Ma had put up in Mason ja rs . 

·,This is a brie f and urisatis'tyfng description of our ch ilQ.hpcd. )1PD)e. 
:It· mak es no menti on ·Of :the famil y's daily a ctivit ies - ow Pa , b us y 
with hi s; .t oo'l.g i n ' the wo r kshop ' or reading th~ ,e~e~'N ,pape:r. . ' oR1 ,the 
fro nt porch; ouT Ma, hoeing in her garden i n th.ef a~~erno~n., co?king 
supper , and hel:pi l'lg us \d.th opr school work i~ , th,e, ev.eiIi£l9; .\'t¢.'aor 
Erna practi ci~ thei r pi ano les sons; Carl arrl ; ~ra~ ek , wi tl).~ ~ ha.u, d.o.z

- ~il neighb or hocxi youngsters, play i ng games unq~t the, c.arbon-a r c Btr~ 
lamp at th e com er ' of Fift h am Jefferson ~ Ul1til t he c urfeW z:'Sngat 
9 o'clock, .when!al\ ad~t~. ceased . ; I 'i ;1 .. ( 

. . 
On a sult r y , sumner evening' , we could be found b eneat h t he crabappl e 

tree in our back yard. On a cold wi nt er night , wit h the t emper ature 
sorret imes down to 30 below zero , we would probabl Y be i n t he wann and 
comfortable living r oom at 405 Fifth street . Or under a feather-bed 
stuffed with go ose- dCMll . Our fur nace was f i red with 2-fo ot bolt s of 
rardwood . 

http:use,Si.Qc~.it
http:unkz?o\.in


Our Home at 405 Fifth Street in Wausau, Wisconsin 
Although all f ive of us children were born in the upstairs flat of the 

brick studio building on Jefferson street, this was the home of our child
hood. The living room windows faced the porch. The large window at the 
left was in the parlor, a room used only at Christmas or for funerals and 
other special oecasions. The bedrooms were upstairs. The trees are lindens 
(basswood) , planted by our Pa. The boys on the picture are Alfred and 
Walter-which dates the picture as of about 1896. 

Our Parents' Home at 309 Fifth Street in Later Years 
When the city of Wausau bought our old home place and erected the 

Central School on the site, our parents moved to the next block south and 
built this home, where t hey spent their last years. Meta and Oscar lived 
upstairs until they built their own home. That's our Ma on t he picture, 
standing among her flowers. 



Comer of Fifth and Jefferson Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 
Carl and Ulricka Lemke owned these three buildings. Our home (405 

Fifth St.) is at the left; rental house on the corner; photo studio at the 
right. The boys on tricycles are Alfred and Walter. The little girl in pina
fore is Meta. The baby in the canopied buggy is Carl Jr. the man holding 
the dog is Gus Schultz, our Mother's cousin who worked in the Lemke 
Studio. The dog is Pug. Note the picket fence, ornamental fence posts, 
board sidewalk, and especially the carbon arc light. This corner was our 
evening playground throughout our childhood. 

This picture was taken at the same corner as the photograph above. 
It shows our Mother and Erna out for a ride in the family cutter. Note 
the sleighbells on the cutter's shafts. The horse was Nellie. It must have 
been spring, for the melting snow has turned the gutter into a miniature 
river. As a matter of interest, both of these pictures were taken by our Pa 
with an 8 x 10 view camera. Glass plates, of course. 



OUR FIRST HORSE. 
named Nancy. 

It was a smart rig that 
our Pa drove but there 
was no room for five 
children. 

OUR FIRST AUTO. 
named Buick. 

That's our Pa behind the 
wheel and our Ma in the 
back seat. And note that 
gorgeous crabapple tree 
in bloom, in the back 
yar d. 

OUR LIVING ROOM 
at 


405 Fifth St. 


Our Pa seated in the fa
miliar living room of our 
childhood home. Every
thing is familiar - the 
piano, the Welsbach gas 
lights, the center table, 
the book case and secre
tary, the plants in the 
jardiniers, even the wall 
paper and carpet. And 
the therometer! 



SCHOOL DAYS, DEAR OLD GOLDEN RULE DAYS 


We Lemke children were fortu nate in our public school days , in that 
the two grade s ch ools wh ich all five of us atten::ied were near our home . 
The Humboldt School, where we were first and second g r aders , was only 
a hun::ired yards from our back door. And the ~vashington School, where 
we \olent for grades 3 to 7, was directly a cres s the s treat f rom our 
home. However, when the five Lemkes went to high school, we had to 
walk a mile to school in t he morning am a mile back at 4 p .m. This , 
of course, was no hardship. Man y of our s choolrrat es had to walk much 
greater dist anc es, es pecially our Block cousins who lived on the West 
Side, across the Wisconsin River. 

The grade school teacher whom we r emember best -- I think Meta and 
Er na. wi ll a gree -- was Miss Karen Opdahl. She was one of three sisters 
who l i ved diagonally across the Fift h Street corner fr om our hous e - 
"kitty-corner", we us ed to say. Miss Karen's sist ers wer e r.lis s Arnie 
ard Miss Leonharda. Both were mus ic t eache rs. Their In rent s operated a 
bearding hous e. I can r ememb er t he big s ign that r an almost t he lengt h 
of the building . It said. "Scandina. vian House". The Opdahls wer e Nor 
wegian. 

Miss Karen was our t eache r in t he third am fourth grades. Mis s Leon
ha rda was our mus i c teache r. I think all five of us children t ook 
piano lessons from her. Our moth er l oved music. She had a sweet sing
ing voice and she gave us much encouragement. Meta and Erna kept up 
their music and still play the pian o competently, a l though 60 years 
have gone by since they took t heir f irst piano lesson from Vri.ss Leon
harda Opdahl. 

It probably never occurred to us children t tat our parents were rmk
ing sacrifices in order to give us an education -- an education which 
they t he mselves had never ha d. I know that I never t hought of thei r 
sacrifices until I l eft hoIOO for coll ege. My mother accompanied me t o 
Chicago and put me on the trai n for Cl e veland. I was 16. When we Fa rt 
ed, in the laSalle Street stati on in Chicago, she took $100 in curren
cy out of her purse, unbuttone d my shirt and pimed the bills to my 
urd er shirt. She said " Use it with care." 

Our p:r.rents had bought scholarships for all of their children, in 
Baldwin-v/allace College , a I'4ethodist school with whose pe rsonnel. they 
were acquair1, ed. So Walt er and Meta got their degree f rom B-vf ; Erna 
had t ...'Q years at B-W and t r ansferred t o Lawrenc e College in Fisconsin, 
where she got he r A.B.; and Carl had t "-D years of college before drop
ping out to join our Pa in the Lemke Studi o in Ti'Iausau. Bes ides gaining 
a college degree, Walter met his futur e wif e at B-W (Mar ie Hamp) and 
Erna lOOt her future husband at B-W (Ed Baur). So this little college 
in the Cleveland suburb of Berea ha s played an important pa rt in t h e 
lives of four of us Lemke children . I like to thi nk that 0 u r Ma 
planned it tha t way. 



PA AND THE BOYS 
'neath the old apple tree 
at 405 Fifth St., Wausau. 
Those are Ma's currant 
bushes in the foreground. 
Date about 1900. 

A candid shot of Walt and his Pa. 

Carl Lemke Sr. Silver wedding 1911. 
and Carl Lemke Jr. 



Walter J. Lemke 
and Marie Hamp 

Meta Lemke and Oscar Eggebrecht 

Carl Lemke Jr. and Erna Lemke and Edward B. Baur 
Arlie Dannenberg 



ERNA and ED BAUR 
at home a 1912 Princeton Dr., Toledo, Ohio 

MA and 
her daughters, 
Erna and Meta 

• 

META ERN A AND ERNA META 

(At left) Erna and Walt 



(Right) : 

CARL E. 
LEMKE 
and daughter, 
Doris Lemke. 

(Left) : 

WALTER J. LEMKE 
and his children 
Walter Hamp Lemke 
and Carol Lemke. 



DORIS LEMKE DREW, 
daughter of 


Carl Jr. and Arlie Lemke 


(Below) : 

The Drew Family at Christmas 
Father, Lyle Drew, holding baby 
In front, N aney and Chris and 

mother, Doris. 



JEAN ALLAN 


Meta, Oscar, Allan, Jean Eggebrecht 



LLOYD COTTS, M. D. MRS. LWYD COTTS 
(Jean Eggebrecht, granddaughter 

of Carl and Ulricka Lemke) 

JENNIFER GINA 




S O M E PE RS ONAL R E OLLE CT I ONS 

by Walter J. Lemke 

It occ rred tome that our children and grandchildren might be in
terested in what life was like in the "Gay Nineties" for f i ve Wiscon
sin children who r anged in age f rom four to ten. These are event s and 
places t hat 1. remember. And I am sure that iVIet a and Erna have ;oUler , 
memories ~ maybe our attic, the ,Saturday night bath, Sunday School , 
picture cards,sausage-mak~ng time, , cqlored "funnies" in t he Chic ago' 
Int er;';Oc~an,especially the Katzenjanuner Kids ' and Happy 'Hooligan. till 
bet' , that Erna ' can name every magazine and nm1Tspaper that our parents ' 
read, from the Daheim to the Apologete. And that Heta can name al l ,the, 
neighborhood women who ..Tere regulars whenever our 140ther had a kaffee
klatsch. The ingredients of a kaffeekl at s ch were coffee, kuchen 
and gossip. ,1y sisters and I share many memories, including the songs 
of our childhood. ' , f, 

WARD SIDEvJALKS Everybody in Wausau had board sidewalks w}:ren' 
we: were young. These were usual l y built six 

inches above t he ground. Space-age kids will never know the t hr ill 'of 
fishlrigfor coins, rings, and other jewelry, through the cracks of a 
board sidewalk. We used long hat-pins, fish-hooks, and a wad '-of 'Bee
man I s Pepsin at t he end of a st ring, to dr aw up what ever treasure we 
s pied through the cracks of the board walk. 1tlhen the boards rotted or 
br oke, it was necessary to tear up t he aid walk and build a 'rle~r, one. 
That was always the occasion for a big1;.reasure hunt - although neigh.... 
bar kids were not allowed to search until after we bad gi veni t- he a ccu
mulation of dirt, paper, leaves and other debris, a pr eliminary going
over~ Board sidewalks also had a more painful side -- f reqUent s'livers 
in our bare feet. 

-: .. " 
.- .-; .... 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE Hausau I s Grand Opera House front-e'cf -en Fourth 
Street, but its back door was " less :th'an ,70 

yards from our front porch on Fifth Street. A theater was a sinful 
place, in the opinion of John vJesley and our !Brents. As an evil, it 
r anked next to 1) saloons, 2 ) dancing ,and 3) card playing . But you 
Couldn It hide the glamor of the theater ' from the eager eyes of young 
Lemkes, ' especially when the back door of the Grand was ' open and we 
could see t he sinful activity backstage and hea r nhe music of t he or

' cpestra in the pit. Cpnductor of the orchestra was Clive Cone, who was 
' also manager of the theater and director of the band , that ' played in 
t ne Court House park everySaturday night, while theLemkes and hundreds 

" b'f't heirfellow-townstnen strolled down Third Street to Jeffer s on to 
'Poiirt.'h to -Scott and ,back .to piace-:-of-beginning. The place-of-beginning 

, rtas" thepb"pcorn stand. at the corner of Third and Scot t st reets. Second 
- 'only to t,he heavenly aroma of our mother!s kitchEm wasthe" tant a lizing 

smell of t tr'8 ' popcorn stand.ofo.ur childhood. The popcorh cdst ,15 :cents 
a bag (not BoX) and .,..ras liberally seasoriedwith dairy')utt er: C!a:ti'y, 
not creamery). ,' : ; .. - 'I: " :L:' ", '," 
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NEW YEAR '~r EVE I don' tknow,why N'~w;'~ ~ear ' s Eve should have .a~ :_2=':';;/ . 
sliecial significance in my mE!l1ory - almost . -~ " 

overshadowing Christ mas. r4aybe it was because our Pa always stayed up . 
till midnight on New Year 's Eve. Ma and the girls went to bed at 9, or ' 
10 at the lat est , but Pa st ayed up to welcome t he new year . T he New 
Year t hat I shall always remember was 1900. All the Lemkes had gone to 
bed. Except Pa and his second son . He explained to me that the 19th 
century was about to give way to the 20th . lNhat does a century man to 
a 9-year-ol d boy?But I was determi ned t ostay awake unt il 1900 arrived. 
I l ett. my comfortable place on the sofa and went to the window. I 
pr essed t he palms of my hands against t he pane, to melt the frost . 
I could s ee the arc- l ight at the corn er of Fifth and Jefferson, its 
rays 'throwing a million sparkle~ on the snow. Then I heard Pa say some 
thing. I looked around. He was holding his watch (a big hunting- case 
watch, wound with a key) in his hand as he began the f ateful count 
down ,, ~-I'fuenf,vier, drei, zwei , eins, JETZT !" And the air was shat- :., 

bells l l teredby the clanging of the of 'Zion, St. Paul 's ) St.Stephen~s 

and other churches . The fire-bell joined in t he din. And'thewhistles· 

of the lumber mills. Pa put his wat ch in hi s pocketandl:ooked at me . 

I looked at him. tve Lemkes seldom indulged in emotion. : 


RUN-AWAjS Our children and grandchildren, accustomed as 
they are to hearing and reading about automo


bile and airplane crashes, will never know the thrill of a r unaway-

one of the most exciting thrills of our childhood days. Maybe we would 

b8 .-'playing hop-scotch on t he Washington School playground when t he 

s hri ll cry of "runaway" came echoing down Fifth st r eet . We would t ake 

up the cry and run ,to the Sidewalk, j ust i n time to see the wild- eyed 

foam-flecked team rush past , dragging the bouncing remains of a wagon 

or"carriage behind. them. Almost as exciting was a fi re run on Third 

St r eet- . To see the,r_st eam fire engine belching. .smoke and dr awn by t bree 

hor ~e,s abreast, l1~ver fail'ed ,t <;> . evoke ~hillsi' a,nd, thrills . ;r can see 


,.those 'gall opi,ng;, borses nowl'and hear : 'the thUqg.er 'o-r -'t h~ir hoOves' on 

- the cedat-' bl ocks ' with which Third St reet was pclved ~ 

• ~ \ ' ~ ~ 'J '~ .... . 

. ,''- \ -~ ,(; . ." i 


THUNDER STORMS Another childhood memory t hat stays with me 
is the violent th,u.nderstorms of the Wis corlsin 


no rthwoods. These storms usually came at night. At t he first crash of 

thunder our Mother would awaken us -- if the l i ghtning hadn 't already 

brought us downstairs. Vve would gather around her \-'<hile she told U5 


f olk-tales interspersed with moments of pr ayer. Our Pa was probably 

out in the yard, checking on t he horse and cow, or at the Studio, 

checking on windows and skylight . Later, when I had learned to use a 

came ra, he showed me how t o take pictures of lightning -- or , r ather, 

how to let t h e l ightning take pictures of itself, by opening the shut 

ter am then closing it after t he flash . That was a lot more fun than 

huddling in our Mot he r ' s ro om wait ing for the at onn to end. To t hie 

day, whenever I see a brilliant electrical displ ay, I f eel an itch in 

my shutter-finger. 
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FAIR. GROUNDS Big community event s in Wausau 60 years ago 
.. were held at the Fai r Grounds, now called 

Mar at hon ' Park. This was a beaut iful area on the West Si de of town, 
distinguished by huge s t ands of virgin pine ,st rai ght and 80 feet tall . 
There was a half-mile r ace t ?=,ack a m many exhibi t w i l dings in which 
t he Marathon County Fair was held each Sept ember. At the rear of the 
Fair 'Grounds wast'he shooti ng range where the Sdhuetzenbund, .T urner~ . 
ver ei n; and other ;German groups· held the-i r weekly sh oot ing cont ests· 
and .t hei r annual Schuetzenfe~t '~"' They fi r ed t.housand s of roUl'ld s and 
cOI1:?~ed hundreds of kegs of ¥~~sensteiner " a'r~ome~t o~'beer . 'iJ.~a, 
heldlJl t he Fair Grounds in t he ol d days rwas ;J:. he t.{etflod1sts ' annual 
camPm~etfitg . The meetings were ' hel d in a 18.rget·erfi" ~ visit:ors wh1>-·rFalne. " 
from all over northern Wi s cons1:ii lived ip- ~sm.all familT t.ents k. Ou.r " 
mot ~~:r., bei~ a devout Met hodist, always at t ended the c-anipmeetings . ~d ' 
alw~ya .t ook her children al<;mg. I remember t hat the semons wer,~" loOR- ; 

. . 1 t .' .. • , ~, ' •and dry. _ . , . 

MUSIC . s i c is a spirit ual activity -- one of the 
.. gr~at est , as we Lemkes can testify . Our home 

was a musical home . Our J-Iothe'r sang t he old German folk- songs and our 
Father oft en j oined in . . when we were ~ite young, t here was a n organ 
i n our home . I t was r epl aced by a piatlQ when we became old enough to 
t ake lessons . All five of us children took piano lessons . J was t, he 
church organist t<[hile in my t eens , and Meta and Erna also served as' 
church organ i st for varying l engths of time . At college I took pipe
organ less ons f rom t he late Albert Riemenschneider of Cleveland, one 
of t he nation's great or ganist s and fo under of the annual Bach Festiv
al a t Berea , Ohio. I think my Mother was pleased when I played the 
Pr ocessional on the college pipe organ at my graduation in 1911 . I 
have always been g r ateful that our par ents gave us a start in musi c 
and I know t hat Meta and Erna f eel the s ame way. Now I t ake my music 
by radio or r ecord-player. But bothing can wipe out the musical memop
i es of youthf ul days. 

Our parents brought with them, from their 
native Germany, the folk- songs of an earl i er era - "Lang, lang i st ' s 
her", "In Lauterbach hab ' ich mein strumpf verlor' n" , "0 , du lieber 
August in", and many more . !tfe had a large collecti on of sheet music 
whic h was kept i n a music cabinet i n the living room . T....,o pieces of 
Ger man music stand out i n my memo ry • One was a s ert. iment al song en
titled "Die Uhr" (liThe Wat ch" ), whos e opening lines ran thus: 

"Ich t rage wo ich gehe st ets eine Uhr bei mi r e 
~Ue viel es geschlagen habe, genau s eh ' ich an i hr . 
Und staende sie einmal stille , so waer 's um mir gescheh'n 
Kein ander ala der sie gefuegte bringt die zerstoerte zum geh 'n ." 

I cannot give a rhymed transl ation of this verse, but its meaning is: 

I carry a time-piece with me wherever I go . 
r can t ell exactl y what hour it ha s struck. 
And if it should ever stop, t hat would be the end 
No one except the Creator can make it run again. 



i" 
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,The melody of "Die Uhr" . was as beaut iful as., 
the . German words. , ,Thad but t o strike the opening chord on the piano 
keys, when our Mother would come and stand ·beside me and s ing. And our 
Father would lay down his newspaper (Das Wochenblatt) and listen•. Al
though I h~ve not consulted them, I know that my sisters r emember this 
song .as vividly as I do. I think Meta still has the original copy. 

' " .The other number that sticks in my manory is 
a four-hand piano piece ent itled "Hussarenr itt" (IICavalry Charge ll ). It 
is on the order of our own IIStars and St ripes Forever. 1I I have played 
this duet literally hundreds of times, wit h either Meta or Er na. And 
even today, after 50 years , when we get t ogether, we play IIHuss aren
ritt". The beat of t his stirring march throbs just as i t did l ong, 
long ago. 

, When we went to college, our . musical . t aste~ , 
changed"put none of us has forgot ten: t he old so~gs . We got ' acql+ainted 
with ,t he classics and then with t he" popular song's of :theday ~ -..,. IIDown , 
by the Old Mill St reamll , "Daisies vJon'tTell", _', fiRed Wing",· B In the, . 
Shade ,of the Old Apple Tree" , "School Days", "Put.on your Olc;1 Gray 
Bonnet 11, ~nd hundreds more. The 'original copies of these songs are in 
our attic. But the words and IDeil:ody a re in our hearts. 
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MARIE HAMP LEMKE 
(Mrs. W. J.) 


and the twins, 

Walter Ramp Lemke 


and 

Carol Elizabeth Lemke 


BUD CAROL 




THE LEMKES OF LITTLE ROCK 
Walter Ramp ("Bud" Lemke, 
wife (Claudia Liljegren), and 

sons, Carl Lemke ("Duffer") and 
W. J. Lemke II ("Skipper"). 



LT. COLONEL SAM SHEFFIELD 

and CAROL (LEMKE) SHEFFIELD 

and their children. 

(Below) STEPHEN SHEFFIELD 

SHARON SHEFFIELD 



.. 


w. J. LEMKE II with photo of his Grandpa, W. J. LEMKE I 

A Family Reunion at Meta's Home. 
Left t o r ight: Carl Lemke Sr., Meta Lemke Eggebrecht, Marie Ramp 

Lemke, Arlie Dannenberg Lemke, Oscar Eggebrecht, Carol Lemke, Erna 
Lemke Baur, Doris Lemke, W. J. Lemke, Mrs. Carl Lemke Sr. Seated: 
Allan and Jean Eggebrecht, Carl Lemke Jr. 



POST SCRIPI' 

This is, of course, prilI'arily the story of Carl and Ulricka Lemke of 
Pommern, Germany , and Wisconsin, USA. At some l at er date, one of t heir 
gran dchildren or great-grandchild ren may want to cont inue the story ~ 
If 90, ..,e ha ve gi ven t hem what we know of the beginni ng of the Lemke 
clan in "iausa u , I,Jis co nsi n. Any ft...t ur e addi t ions to th e s tory wi 11 ha. ve 
to include Ohio and Arkansas and other states. And who knows, eventu
ally the family may become global in it s dist ributi on. But it all be
gan on the comer of Jefferson and Fifth, in l.vausau, Wisconsi n . 

This booklet, then, is our hurrhle tribute to our father and mat her , 
whose influence on our lives . far surpasses that of church, sch ool a m 
other agencies. Our father taught us discipline, courage, and pr i de. 
All of us learned our prayers at our mcther1s knee. After 50 years, 
there rings in my heart the refrain of a song she used to sing: 

"0 schoene Zeit, 0 sel r ge Zeit: 
Wie liegst du fern, wie liegst du weit ." 

Our children and grandchildren rray need those lines translated: 

Oh lovely years, 0 blessed years, 

So far away, so long ago. 


vlALTER J. LENKE, Fa yetteville, Arkansas 
HEr A LEMKE EGGEBRECHI', Wausau, vli sconsin 
ERNA LEMKE BAUR, Tol edo, Ohio 


